
Hythe Sailing Club

Protocols  for Officer of the Day (OOD) for dinghy races
Th e  OO D  pr o v i d e s  an  es s e n t i a l  ro l e  in  en s u r i n g  a  su c c e s s f u l  ou t c o m e  be f o r e ,  du r i n g  an d  

af t e r  a  di n g h y  ra c e.  If  yo u  ar e  un a b l e  to  be  the r e ,  pl e a s e  ar r a n g e  an  ex c h a n g e  wi t h  

so m e o n e  el s e  on  th e  lis t.

Your responsibility prior to the race

During the week prior to the race you are asked to:
• Co n t a c t  the  sa f e t y  bo a t  dr i v e r  an d  co n f i r m  tha t  th e y  ar e  av a i l a b l e  to  pr o v i d e  co v e r  or  ha v e  

fou n d  a  rep l a c e m e n t .   You should also ensure they have a safety boat crew as it is a 
requirement that there are two people in each safety boat that goes  afloat

On the day of the race you should:

• Pr i o r  to  lea v i n g  ho m e  che c k  the  we a t h e r  fo r e c a s t .   Th e  BB C  co a s t a l  fo r e c a s t  fo r  the  So l e n t  

pr o v i d e s  ba s i c  inf o  tha t  wi l l  en a b l e  yo u  to  de t e r m i n e  the  ch a n g e s  to  the  we a t h e r  ov e r  the  da y  

an d  ma y  be  fou n d  at:  

ht t p ://www . b b c . c o . u k/w e a t h e r/c o a s t/c o a s t a l f o r e c a s t/r e g i o n a l _ f o r e c a s t . s h t m l ? 1 1  

• Ar r i v e  at  lea s t  on e  ho u r  pr i o r  to  the  rac e  an d  di s c u s s  the  con d i t i o n s  wi t h  the  

sa f e t y  bo a t  dr i v e r  an d  co n f i r m  or  pos t p o n e  the  rac e .  T  o  sh o w  the  rac e  is  tak i n g  

pla c e  ra i s e  th i s  fla g

• En s u r e  the  st a r t i n g  eq u i p m e n t  is  av a i l a b l e  an d  wo r k i n g  –  the  fla g  seq u e n c e  fo r  th e  st a r t  is  

sh o w n  on  the  ra c e  re c o r d i n g  sh e e t .

• Th e  sa f e t y  bo a t  dr i v e r  wi l l  ha v e  the  key s  for  the  rad i o  loc k e r .   Ch e c k  the  ra d i o s*  ar e  wo r k i n g  

ef f e c t i v e l y .   Th e  ch a n n e l  is  al r e a d y  se t  an d  loc k e d .

• Ag r e e  the  co u r s e  ac c o r d i n g  to  the  wi n d  di r e c t i o n  an d  co n d i t i o n s  an d  di s p l a y  on  the  co u r s e  

bo a r d  at  th e  top  of  the  sli p w a y

• In s t r u c t  th e  sa f e t y  bo a t  dr i v e r  ab o u t  th e  pos i t i o n  of  th e  ma r k s  in  ac c o r d a n c e  wi t h  the  pr o p o s e d  

co u r s e  yo u  ha v e  se t,  en s u r i n g  the y  lay  the  st a r t  ma r k  fir s t  so  tha t  com p e t i t o r s  ca n  pr a c t i c e  

st a r t s  

• Re g i s t e r  bo a t s  an d  he l m s  on  the  rac e  sh e e t  an d  let  the  sa f e t y  bo a t  dr i v e r  kno w  the  num b e r  of  

bo a t s  tak i n g  pa r t

• St a r t  the  ra c e  on  tim e.   It  is  the  res p o n s i b i l i t y  of  cr e w s  to  be  rea d y  fo r  th e  st a r t ,  no t  for  th e  

OO D  to  de l a y  the  st a r t  

• Ma i n t a i n  bo t h  a  vig i l a n t  wa t c h  du r i n g  the  ra c e  an d  reg u l a r  co n t a c t  wi t h  the  sa f e t y  bo a t  

es p e c i a l l y  if  th e r e  ar e  nov i c e  sa i l o r s  tak i n g  pa r t

• En s u r e  lap  tim i n g s  ar e  kep t  ac c u r a t e l y

• Un d e r t a k e  the  ca l c u l a t i o n s  to  fin d  co r r e c t e d  wi n n e r

Things  you will need:
• clu b  ke y  to  op e n  the  st a r t  hu t  an d  sa i l  st o r e  an d  ac c e s s  ke y  to  the  rad i o  box

• go o d  wa t c h/s t o p w a t c h ,  a  ca l c u l a t o r  an d  bir o
• rac e  rec o r d i n g  sh e e t  (thes e  ar e  av a i l a b l e  on  the  no t i c e  bo a r d  in  the  st a r t  hu t)

• bin o c u l a r s ,  wh i l s t  no t  es s e n t i a l  m i g h t  be  he l p f u l  to  ma i n t a i n  a  loo k o u t

* En s u r e  us e  of  the  sam e  ca l l  sig n s  fo r  ea c h  rac e  Hythe OD for  the  sh o r e  rad i o  an d  Hythe Safety for  
the  rad i o  af l o a t .

http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/coast/coastalforecast/regional_forecast.shtml?11


For further information please see Notice of Race and Sailing Instructions on the club website.
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