
Hythe Sailing Club

Protocols  for drivers providing safety cover for dinghy races.
Sa f e t y  co v e r  for  a  di n g h y  rac e  is  an  es s e n t i a l  he a l t h  an d  sa f e t y  req u i r e m e n t .   Th o s e  

op e r a t i n g  sa f e t y  bo a t s  tak e  on  a  si g n i f i c a n t  res p o n s i b i l i t y  no t  ju s t  for  pa r t i c i p a n t s  in  ot h e r  

bo a t s  bu t  for  the m s e l v e s ,  th e i r  cr e w  an d  th e i r  bo a t .   

Your responsibility prior to the race

During the week prior to the race you are asked to:
• co n t a c t  th e  OO D  an d  co n f i r m  tha t  yo u  ar e  ab l e  to  pr o v i d e  cov e r .   Yo u  sh o u l d  al s o  ens u r e  tha t  

yo u  ha v e  fou n d  a  sa f e t y  bo a t  cre w  as  it  is  a  req u i r e m e n t  th a t  th e r e  ar e  tw o  pe o p l e  in  ea c h  

sa f e t y  bo a t  th a t  go e s  af l o a t

• en s u r e  the r e  is  en o u g h  fue l  av a i l a b l e  an d  if  no t  to  ma k e  co n t a c t  wi t h  Pa u l  Ku y s e r  an d  let  him  

kn o w

On the day of the race you should:
• Ar r i v e  at  lea s t  on e  ho u r  pr i o r  to  the  rac e  an d  di s c u s s  the  con d i t i o n s  wi t h  the  OO D  an d  co n f i r m  

or  po s t p o n e  the  ra c e

• Un d e r t a k e  an  eq u i p m e n t  che c k  an d  en s u r e  rad i o  co n t a c t*  wi t h  the  OO D

• Pr e p a r e  the  ma r k s  an d  an c h o r s **, ch e c k  the  en g i n e  st a r t s  an d  lau n c h  the  sa f e t y  bo a t

• La y  the  ma r k s  in  ac c o r d a n c e  wi t h  the  pr o p o s e d  co u r s e  se t  by  the  OO D  sta r t i n g  wi t h  the  sta r t  

ma r k  so  tha t  com p e t i t o r s  ca n  pr a c t i c e  st a r t s  

• Kn o w  the  nu m b e r  of  bo a t s  tak i n g  pa r t

• Ma i n t a i n  bo t h  a  vig i l a n t  wa t c h  du r i n g  the  ra c e  an d  reg u l a r  co n t a c t  wi t h  the  OO D  esp e c i a l l y  if  

the r e  ar e  no v i c e  sa i l o r s  tak i n g  pa r t

• Re t r i e v e  all  ma r k s  at  the  en d  of  the  rac e  an d  re c o v e r  the  sa f e t y  bo a t .

• Wa s h  do w n  an d  flu s h  en g i n e  be f o r e  rep l a c i n g  co v e r

• Re p o r t  an y  pr o b l e m  wi t h  the  bo a t s  to  Pa u l  Ku y s e r  so  the y  ma y  be  pu t  rig h t

• En s u r e  all  ma r k s  ar e  lef t  tid y  an d  rea d y  fo r  us e  in  the  ar e a  ne x t  to  the  sli p w a y

* En s u r e  us e  of  the  sam e  ca l l  sig n s  fo r  ea c h  rac e  Hythe OD for  the  sh o r e  rad i o  an d  Hythe Safety for  
the  rad i o  af l o a t .

**Two marks were lost last year and it is important that you ensure they are attached properly 
to the anchor and the length of the anchor warp is sufficient for the tide



He r e  ar e  som e  top  tip s  th a t  wi l l  en s u r e  ev e r y o n e  sta y s  sa f e  so  tha t  as  a  sa f e t y  bo a t  dr i v e r  

yo u  do n’ t  m a k e  a  ba d  si t u a t i o n  wo r s e .

Failing to prepare is preparing to fail!  

En s u r e  be f o r e  th e  sa f e t y  bo a t  is  tak e n  afl o a t  tha t  th e  sa f e t y  ch e c k s  ha v e  be e n  co m p l e t e d  to  

en s u r e  the  co r r e c t  eq u i p m e n t  is  av a i l a b l e ,  is  wo r k i n g  an d  th a t  yo u  kn o w  ho w  to  use  it.  Th i s  

inc l u d e s  am o n g s t  ot h e r  thi n g s :

• Ad e q u a t e  fu e l  an d  a  pr o p e r l y  se c u r e d  sp a r e  tan k

• Ch e c k i n g  th e  oi l  an d  wa r m i n g  th e  en g i n e  us i n g  the  ho s e  fee d  

• En s u r i n g  th e  en g i n e  tel l- ta l e  is  wo r k i n g

• Ri g h t i n g  an d  re c o v e r y  tow  line s  pr o p e r l y  co i l e d  rea d y  for  us e

• A  sh a r p  kn i f e  sh o u l d  be  ins t a n t l y  ava i l a b l e  to  cu t  line s  in  ca s e  of  en t r a p m e n t

• A  ma r i n e  rad i o

• A  kil l  co r d  an d  a  sp a r e  tha t  is  re a d i l y  av a i l a b l e  on  the  bo a t

• Pa d d l e s  

• A  ba s i c  firs t  ai d  ki t  for  co m p r e s s i n g  wo u n d s

• An  an c h o r

It is a minimum requirement of the club that a safety boat driver has  a RYA  level 2 
Power Boat Ce r t i f i c a t e  an d  ha s  com p l e t e d  the  ad d i t i o n a l  sa f e t y  bo a t  co u r s e .   Th e  cl u b  

pro v i d e s  cou r s e s  if  th e r e  is  en o u g h  in t e r e s t .   In  the  ca s e  of  so m e o n e  wh o  ha s  rel e v a n t  

ex p e r i e n c e  bu t  ha s  no t  un d e r t a k e n  th e  RY A  tra i n i n g ,  th e y  ma y  ap p l y  to  th e  sa i l i n g  se c r e t a r y  

to  un d e r t a k e  a  pr a c t i c a l  de m o n s t r a t i o n  of  the i r  un d e r s t a n d i n g  an d  sk i l l s  of  

dr i v i n g/s a f e t y/r e c o v e r y  tec h n i q u e s .  It  is  ad v i s a b l e  for  sa f e t y  bo a t  dr i v e r s  to  ha v e  a  fir s t  ai d  

qu a l i f i c a t i o n  an d  be  aw a r e  of  res u s c i t a t i o n  tec h n i q u e s .

It is a requirement of the club that the nominated driver ensures there is a crew 
available to support recovery and to help lay marks. Tw o  pai r s  of  ha n d s  are  be t t e r  th a n  

on e  an d  th e  cr e w  sh o u l d  be  ab l e  to  he l p  pu l l  a  pe r s o n  fro m  the  wa t e r .

Golden rules for safety boat drivers

• Alw a y s  at t a c h  the  kil l  co r d  ar o u n d  yo u r  leg  be f o r e  st a r t i n g  the  en g i n e

• Af t e r  st a r t i n g  the  en g i n e  ch e c k  the  te l l- tal e  is  wo r k i n g

• Ch e c k  the  ste e r i n g  is  fre e  an d  the  en g i n e  en g a g e s  in  bo t h  fo r w a r d  an d  rev e r s e  ge a r s

• Wh e n  ap p r o a c h i n g  a  ca p s i z e d  bo a t  co u n t  he a d s  an d  st a y  in  the  he l m s m a n ’ s  sea t  be t w e e n  

the  pe r s o n  in  the  wa t e r  an d  the  pr o p e l l e r

• On c e  in  con t a c t ,  tu r n  of f  the  en g i n e  un l e s s  the r e  is  a  com p e l l i n g  rea s o n  not  to,  su c h  as  be i n g  

on  a  lee  sh o r e

• Pe o p l e  ma t t e r  mo r e  tha n  pr o p e r t y ,  so  de a l  wi t h  the i r  ne e d s  firs t

• Alw a y s  com m u n i c a t e  yo u r  int e n t i o n s  to  yo u r  cr e w  an d  tho s e  yo u  ar e  he l p i n g

• Ta k e  ca r e  wh e n  lift i n g  pe o p l e  an d  he a v y  we i g h t s  ov e r  the  sid e  of  th e  bo a t

• If  yo u  fin d  som e o n e  is  un c o n s c i o u s  en s u r e  yo u  rad i o  an d  re t u r n  to  the  sh o r e  wi t h  the m  

imm e d i a t e l y  pr o v i d i n g  an y  em e r g e n c y  aid  tha t  is  req u i r e d

• Alw a y s  we a r  yo u r  pe r s o n a l  bu o y a n c y

Top tips to avoid embarrassing mistakes

• Co m m u n i c a t e  yo u r  int e n t i o n s  be f o r e  ma n o e u v r i n g  an d  en s u r e  you r  cr e w  is  sa f e  an d  st a b l e



• En g a g e  br a i n  be f o r e  an y t h i n g  an d  the n  ‘ste e r  be f o r e  ge a r ’

• Ob s e r v e  the  co l l i s i o n  reg s  –  ‘ru le s  of  the  roa d ’

• Ke e p  a  go o d  loo k o u t  es p e c i a l l y  wh e n  rev e r s i n g  or  pl a n n i n g  at  sp e e d

• Be  aw a r e  of  the  tid e s ,  wi n d  an d  the  ra t e  of  the  ch a n g e  to  the  we a t h e r  an d  the  po s s i b l e  ef f e c t  

on  di n g h i e s  in  di f f i c u l t y

• Pr e p a r e  the  bo a t s  pr o p e r l y  be f o r e  un d e r t a k i n g  a  tow

• En s u r e  you  ar e  fam i l i a r  w i t h  the  ran g e  of  di n g h i e s  an d  ca t a m a r a n s  fo r  wh i c h  yo u  ar e  

pr o v i d i n g  sa f e t y  co v e r

• Ke e p  the  pr o p e l l e r  cle a r  of  tra i l i n g  lin e s  

• Do n’ t  rus h  int o  a  si t u a t i o n ,  tak e  a  mo m e n t  to  ob s e r v e  an d  no t i c e  wh e r e  the  ris k s  ar e  go i n g  to  

be  an d  do n’ t  be c o m e  an o t h e r  ca s u a l t y

• En s u r e  you  dr e s s  fo r  the  si t u a t i o n  an d  ar e  ab l e  to  st a y  wa r m ,  dr y  an d  sa f e  fro m  the  su n

• Yo u  sh o u l d  be  pr e p a r e d  to  en t e r  th e  wa t e r  if  nec e s s a r y

• En s u r e  you  ar e  ab l e  to  pr o v i d e  ef f e c t i v e  co v e r  fo r  ev e r y o n e  af l o a t  an d  do n’ t  be  af r a i d  to  

ad v i s e  the  can c e l l a t i o n  of  th e  rac e  du e  to  ad v e r s e  co n d i t i o n s ,  es p e c i a l l y  if  yo u  fee l  it  is  

be y o n d  yo u r  ca p a b i l i t y

Th e s e  no t e s  ar e  tak e n  fro m  the  ne w  RY A  pu b l i c a t i o n  Safety Boat Handbook .  It  co n t a i n s  up  to  dat e  

us e f u l  inf o r m a t i o n  an d  a  DV D  de m o n s t r a t i n g  rec o v e r y  me t h o d s  fo r  di f f e r e n t  typ e s  of  bo a t s .   Wh i l s t  on  

mo s t  oc c a s i o n s  the  on l y  tas k  the  sa f e t y  bo a t  dr i v e r  an d  cr e w  ha v e  to  tak e  on  is  the  de p l o y m e n t  an d  

rec o v e r y  of  rac i n g  ma r k s ,  or  sta n d i n g  by  wh i l s t  th e  din g h y  cr e w  rig h t s  the i r  bo a t ,  th e r e  wi l l  be  the  

oc c a s i o n  wh e n  som e t h i n g  mo r e  se r i o u s  ha p p e n s  an d  we  mu s t  be  pr e p a r e d  fo r  thi s.

Th e  bo o k  is  av a i l a b l e  fro m  the  RY A  co d e  G 1 6 .   De t a i l s  ma y  be  fou n d  at  ww w . r y a . o r g . u k/s h o p  or  by  

ph o n i n g  0845  345  0372
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